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• Several ehumanties SMW-Projects at UBWÜ:
• narragonien-digital: OCR proofreading and text 

annotation, http://kallimachos.de/kallimachos/index.php/Narragonien:Main

• Opera Camerarii: Collections of all printed publications 
and letters of Joachim Camerarius (1500-1574), 
http://camerarius.uni-wuerzburg.de

• Zweidat: Cases of linguistic ambiguities in early 
German language, http://kallimachos.de/zweidat

• Fachtexte-Datenbank: Collection of digital sources for 
the early history of the German professional and 
scientific languages, http:// kallimachos.de/fachtexte/



SMW
CONS
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• form follows function: Focus on edit of data - not 
layout and design

• Wiki is a Wiki - not a CMS: hard to hide 
unfinished data

• issues among different extension 

• neglect to support other databases (like 
PostgreSQL)

• templates, forms, queries not self-explanatory

• templates within templates often confusing
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Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
kollektive Intelligenz / kollaboratives Schreiben, E-Collaboration



SMW
PROS
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• Technical reasons:
● open source
● great community
● easy to install
● web-based
● Versioning
● API
● regular updates
● user management 
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• Additional factors:
● idea of wiki: collect experience and knowledge
● not too difficult for non-technical users
● results can be published quickly as charts, 

timeline, tables, lists, maps 
● data editing via forms
● Web 3.0: semantic annotation and queries (RDF)
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https://twitter.com/ihenriksen/status/265151002980782080

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Industrie 4.0: Verknüpft Maschinen mit Maschinen
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• Try to make sure what you want, what you need 
and how your data look like

ehumanties tend to be unsure about these 
things

But that’s ok: SMW is very flexible 

Before you start
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contribute Pearl-Script
(manually)

FTP-upload
(manually)

Current Status
• Different users contribute to the database
• the data is parsed into HTML/PHP (monthly or even rarely) by 

hand
• generated files must be uploaded to web server manually

 All in one solution: SMW

Example: DB for German philology
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SMW as:
• data base layer
• data view layer
• version control
• user management

contribute

Goal
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• Collection of digital sources (12th – 17th 
century): historic publications and their digital 
representation in the web (via Link)

• Some Metadata (author, keyword, content 
provider, year, geo data)

• Some browsing functionality via search, year, 
keyword, map 

Data analyses
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Important steps

• data analysis:
• what data do we have?
• will we keep all data?
• will we add data?

• during import or later in the wiki?
• user analysis:

• who will / is allowed to contribute?
• open wiki? 
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• Mapping all access 
tables to SMW-
page types 
(Templates)

• Mapping all access 
fields to SMW-
Properties with 
specific data type

Data Analyses
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Data Transfer
• Create all forms, templates, properties in SMW
• Export access-db to csv
• Import via Extension DataTransfer
• Fine tuning and tests
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• review data model a bunch of time

• styling / skinning SMW not an easy task

• #ask-functionality great tool to browse data (but 
hardly usable for normal users)

• lot’s of out-of-box solutions to display data (maps, 
graphs, calendar, tables…)

• easy to contribute and publish data quickly

Conclusion
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